Waterway towpaths are level, eaay,_: -_
nature-rich and packed with history
- perfect for an engrossing waik
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kg by water is specinl. Britain may be on island = E
with windsweptmiles el well=boved codsial pmithe, : —_
bt quietly inland there o ovver Z00H0 miiles of lesser- 3
knnwn wild tewpalh wolks: The canala-of Brithin =t
humbly keop their scerets 1or ihose who Cave Lo véntore on lootand
{ello thiewaler,
Youllwalk pmengst forpoiten flora and woadlands, meek wildlife, soe
aarrowboats and breathe the balm of waterinTostling pravmsofitude; bt
brace ypourself bor the thirills of horitage and engineaeing wonders oo
Towpath irails are never just abonl walking: you're travelling back in
timees Arending historicirade ronies that rambledehanely through mommtaing,
OVET Fivers, connecting citles to the remolest countrysitde and possing
throughebock flights fhit climb every contopr of Britain.

I o weanitos ok ean stop-offand glohitcea iy tews fong over lunchoat o
camalslde gub, e hog oo bosl and chent for 5 bif These water Leails ane =0
lnidsback, there are no rules and nodhing b ries: Bvery cinalisape batween
Scotland and Cornwall i geopephically different. but the water s consiank
always relising b race

The minuievou arive Yo'l potice canals are naturally viallkerdend -
releetant leel-draggecs, strodless - omblers and-blistér-bursting ramblars have=

vy thing incommen theminute thevslip their be-socked feel intochoats and
head off down the towpaths Does can't wait for the freedom of L alland kids
hinve the fnsginntion of hoats and witer.
In e start eardy and wall ‘tl dusk smd affer awnlk onnowinior's
day, nothmngbents topsting your-toes over o roaring fire in the gqulat
hubbib of § canalside inn. Whererer youi ive S camals arenever o awaw
JusEpullbon wour bootsanil enjoy-the rentwaterwaes outdoos,
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WALK HERE: MARFLETO
WHALEY BRIDGE
Joi L towpath jost above the
nqneduct near Romiley Sration.
orkl el 1951901, and walls with

Feak-District lindscape softened by it's hard not to o snwal onyour et Cross the eoad
warter Biidges and leafiness mark the nagsy g o walk past at bridae 17, and rejois towpsth,
iy, Ad first, bendy whitls of the this conal community 3

This tierme witle ciunnl on VOup |'i|_r.|'.|_

Followy the tawpath to Wialey
Bridge. Distanee: 7 miles, Northem
Bail mns trains from Marple o
Whabey Bridpe, with o clsmge ni
M M s Mewtown,
(wwwmortherneall.asg)

HIGHLIGHT OF THE WALE

A dlight of 16 Locks hesds wwnr from
i'p'l.||'|:-||- thropph wonds owards
Marple Aguedocl Boththe kxk
fliglat and the agquednet are Grade
[-listed, and the locks ane among the
deepast In the counitry, cnch one
rising 131, The 30H0Ee-long agqueduc
took mearly seven years tocomplete
and stands over TOHIE above the
River Goyt below,

countryaide seep betwean trees lining
the water bat nlter I::|'||r|||'|i|s|l_ aE lar s
hridge 28, the pong of mamure ks
repliscead by probobly the swestest smell
o earth,

Tl sl |l yeee elildhood pofis
iromn the SwizzlEsweats actory on the
capaleide. The sugary smell powders on
bn your fongie sied vo're 51 child .-'||;||i|'|.
without a care in the world (fry oot io
break flo askip, or geb Goo nenr the
cope of the waier, though),

Tlee groen miles abead help o 1o
grow up agnin, and then as you
appraach Whaley Bridge, where live-
abaard bonts nCoipy Inn;_:-l;c_:rnn
misirrings, it's hard not (o enjoy baing
secretly nosey s you pass (even i yon
Enow wou shouldm't).

You'll reacls the end of 1he walk
with every emntion exhansted, so
relax on the edpe of the Peak District
Mantbonal Fark polterimg around
Whaloy Bridge. Go window shoppd g,
rest viur legs inoateashop or-pop o

the puly, Wilking

DID YOU KMNOWT

Bugsworth Basin, the oviginal end of
e canal, used to be an importan
busy termines witl boats leading
stone breaegld down Trom the hills by
frnmway 1175 an interesting detous
along wlat is now the branch line 1o
et the resfored bagin complox_

FASCIMATIMNGFACT
Possett Bridge, by lock 13, acquined
14 e beconse Sl Oldknos, &
lewzan] inclustrialist and prosmnotet o
the canal, was anxious that the comml
shiealel b Fneshed on time, To spus
on the workmen, he had -ale poselis’
(oot oilke ale, bremd & spice] made
for their breakfns by the neardby
.‘k':'.'.-l-‘_':'.liuzl L I8 st havee worked:
ther camal was complotod in time e
Oldlnow’s boat 10 make the first trip
Lhrongh the locks

READ MOERE
Fhis is pnextract from
‘Weakend Walke!, the
riewe bk I:-:. I"I1i||i|'|_[l:_'|
Greonwiodod and
Martine AV Calleglnn
Its a brilliant selection
afl 20 waterwiy walks
in Britain, TROELNE
from two 1o 13 nuilos,
anid celebrates niog
just thae walks, b
the laistory, wildlife, pubhs and
tenshops alonge che way, [t
written with a real sense o
fun, packed with both nicc-Lo-
Enows and need-to-k now
infesrmalion, wnd the walks
are casy to follow, Asthe pair
wiilie, “The hest comnl wolks
aren’t just about walking,
ey 've iso-fisss aclventures.™
E1Z23H, Cooleanals Guides,
www.cooleaalsguides eomn

CANAL




